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The Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Oregon 
             45th Annual Diocesan Convention  
                          The Dalles, Oregon – October 16-18, 2015 

 

Resolution title:  Prison Ministry Commission  
Submitted by:  Resolutions Committee 
    On behalf of the Reverend James Mosier   
Rationale:   
The 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church held June 25 – July 3, 2015 at the Salt Palace 
Convention Center in Salt Lake City, passed several resolutions on the issues of  comprehensive criminal 
justice reform and is a complex subject with many components at the federal, state, and local levels of 
government that intersect with the ministry and advocacy of The Episcopal Church in its focus on the Marks of 
Mission, especially Marks 3 and 4 (To respond to human need by loving service; and To seek to transform 
unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind, and to pursue peace and reconciliation). The 
General Convention has long committed the Church to work on criminal justice reform, and it is timely to do 
this work in concert with our partners. 
 
Individuals and congregations in our diocese have for many years sponsored and supported a number of 
ministries to adults and youth both in and leaving Oregon jails, prisons, and other correctional facilities.  
However, these ministries have tended to be individual efforts that would benefit from the support of a 
Commission at the diocesan level. The Prison Ministry Commission of the Diocese of (Western) Oregon is 
seeking to provide visitations, community support and advocacy to the approximate 40% of prisoners in all of 
Oregon Adult prisons and jails who receive limited or no such support.   Almost half of the adult correctional 
facilities operated by the Oregon Department of Corrections are located in the Diocese of Eastern Oregon. 
Therefore, the Western Oregon Prison Ministry Commission is seeking to coordinate efforts with the Diocese of 
Eastern Oregon in promoting criminal justice reform.   
 
WHEREAS, the Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Oregon (EDEO) is urged to continue to serve Christ by helping 
to create environments of hope and healing for prisoners, victims, families, correctional staff and communities; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, this Convention  joins with others of good will, especially other religious communities in Oregon, to 
work toward improvements in both public understanding and government policy in the administration of 
criminal justice in Oregon; and  
 
WHEREAS, this Convention urges EDEO to seek greater understanding, and compassionate engagement 
with those touched by crime: victims, criminals, public servants, and their family members, especially those 
who suffer. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: this Convention authorizes the creation of a Prison Ministry Commission to 
be appointed by the bishop; and be it further resolved that this Standing Commission is authorized and 
encouraged to collaborate and fully engage with the Diocese of Oregon in these efforts.   
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                      Possible Collaborative Criminal Justice Efforts 
                                                            45th Annual Diocesan Convention 
                                                    The Dalles, Oregon – October 16-18, 2015  
The 78th General Convention encourages each congregation and Diocese to undertake at least one specific initiative 
aimed at addressing the destructive consequences of the mass incarceration system.  These initiatives include such 
possibilities as: 

1. Advocating for alternatives to incarceration for those who are addicted and increased funding for treatment programs. 

2. Advocating for alternatives to incarceration for those who are mentally ill and increased funding for treatment 

programs. 

3. Advocating for protection of the civil rights and provision of appropriate support and accommodation for people with 

disabilities who are arrested and incarcerated. 

4. Advocating for funding for job training and apprentice programs for those who are at risk of incarceration and those 

who are formerly released from prison. 

5. Working with local businesses to create pathways to living wage jobs for formerly incarcerated people. 

6. Establishing mentoring and accompaniment programs for those leaving prison. 

7. Advocating for the repeal of mandatory-minimum sentences for nonviolent offenses. 

8. Calling for the abolition of the sentencing disparity between crack-cocaine and powder-cocaine offenses and as an 

intermediate step urging the U.S. Congress, in accordance with the recommendation of the U.S. Sentencing Commission,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

to make retroactive the 2010 Fair Sentencing Act which reduces the disparity in sentencing from previous levels. 

9. Advocating eliminating “three strikes” sentencing protocols. 

10. Joining local “Ban the Box” campaigns to remove questions about arrest records in on-line and written job application 

forms. 

11. Opposing the creation of “for profit” prisons and immigration detention centers and organizing against guaranteed 

nightly numbers of prisoners and detainees, and advocate for access to education and rehabilitation programs for those 

being incarcerated or detained. 

12. Reforming monetary bail bond systems which rely upon unlicensed and unregulated bail bond agents and on 

conditioning release from pre-trial incarceration solely on the ability to pay. 

13. Advocating for return of the right to vote for those who have served their sentences and left prison. 

14. Calling for the exploration and creation of restorative justice programs to transform juvenile justice systems. 
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